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The user group Aas $90 so far for 
the purchase of software. Does this 
Indicate your interest ? You can 
strill send in your #5 (see 

Previous newsletter> 


The User Group cntinues to expand with new owners. We welcome Marje 
Van Baer, Peter Devonshire (in anticipation) and David Holmes. There 
are now 36 people we know of with Commodore computers. 


Well, the last meeting was taken up largely with a demonstration of 
Abracalc. Abracalc is a Spreadsheet program which is composed of up 
to 1040 cells. The screen layout is such that the top three lines 
Provide a control panel and below the actual spreadsheet is an 
optional Help section. The spreadsheet itself is divided into rows 
and columns. Into each cell can be entered a label, value or 
arithmetic formula. The beauty of Abracalc lies in the rapid 
execution of arithmetic calculations over a whole table of numbers. 

~ Abracalc also has five special functions that can be performed on a 
row or columof cells: sum, average, minimum, maximum, count. 
Abracalc can also draw bar charts. Abracalc is available in our 
software library. 


Ian Wild told,the meeting about a computer store °*Computaschool’ 
opposite Wattle Park in Surrey Hills. Computaschool offers an 
"Introduction to Computers’ class, three levels of programming 
classes, a games club and a software library.’ 

The Introduction to Computers’ course goes for only six hours and 
simply aims to impart an understanding of what computers are and what 
they can do. Cost #45. 

The programming classes are offered at three levels - beginners 
basic (assumes no previous knowledge), intermediate (most basic 
commands, programming concepts, sprite graphics, music and sound) and 
advanced (remaining basic commands and advanced programming 


concepts). Cost is $50 or $75 for the advanced course. 

The *computaschool’ software library joining fee is $48 and entitles 
the member to six free loans per year and 10% discounts on purchases 
of software, as well as other incentives. 

Finally the games club gives the member a chance to use a large array 
of games and to play multi-player games. The club has the usual 
arcade games, tactical, strategic/political games and other programs. 
Cost is $4/session or $35/3 months or $100/year.- 

You can contact Computaschool at 1121 Riversdale Road, Surrey Hills 
(phone 2882888) or Tan Wild may be able to tell you more. 


Further to the matter of Taiwanese datasettes, Commodore have 
suggested that a special cable can be made up (see photocopy) to 
Overcome the problems experienced By some users. A better idéa is to 
avoid Taiwanese datasettes if it is at all possible. Apparently there 
are five different models of datasettes. It was suggested that a 
comparison of the wiring diagrams of these models might reveal the 
problem. | ~- - 


Sometime ago the newsletter mentioned a program which could copy in 
both directions between disk and tape. This program called Jolly 
Rodger was supposed to do all combinations of copying. However, Jolly 
Rodger doesn’t copy basic programs from disk to tape, although it can 
copy machine code programs from disk to tape and tape to disk. Thus 
Jolly Rodger can’t copy programs from disk to tape which sit at the 
basic load address. The problem arises because the device number (1 
or 8) needs to be changed. 


Peter Elliott described an alphabetic file sorting program. The 
program reallocates programs alphabetically and can show the user 
what programs he has and where they can be found. In addition the 
output can be sent to a printer. Two programs are involved. The first 
is a basic program which enquires whether a sort, find or update is 
required. The second program (Ultrasort) performs the sort. The names 
and addresses of the programs are stored in data statements. 


Finally, we had a quick demonstration of an 80 column conversion 
program. Normally the screen is 40 columns wide and each character is 
composed of an 8¥8 dot pixel. To achieve 80 columns,3*3 dot pixels are 
used. Unfortunately at 80 columns the screen is barely readable. 























Datasette '‘load/save' errors when using C-64 


j PROBLEM 
or .VIC—208with Sharp color TV/Monitor. 


CAUSE Not precisely known. 


REMEDY >: Isolate DC coupling through RF cable between 
MOGULaLCOX. ana monitor. 


METHOD san Cut RFecable as vergthe; diagram “below. “Insert 
102K (1O00pF) capacitors. Insulate with 
heatushrankwPtubing. 


NOTE : Due to reduced input to the Monitor the 
sound carrier frequency and video levels 
may require fine adjustment. 


Direct video connection cannot be used. 


Coar plug 


|Oo0pF capac vers RCA plog. 
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